
REPORT ON OWA MEADOW RECOVERY - PHASE II

On August 12 and 13, 2010 OWA volunteers gathered to work on the clearings and trails. As luck would have it,
it was hot and humid - probably the worst two days of the year for the kind of work planned. However, our
volunteers were up to the task and attacked the physical labor with high spirits and determination.

A sincere thanks to the volunteers.

Bob Krist
Dusty and Jan MacDonald
Lin Emmert
Chuck Dickerson
Bob DeVries
Keith Disselkoen
Walt Gaudette
Jay Grosmark
Bruce Balas and grandson Sam
Marlin Bussey

Once again, Jim Charter assisted with his tractor and brush hog.

Jeff Dailey, Kal Excavating, did a superb job for us. He was busy chipping trees and brush, chain sawing and
hauling woodchips.

Student employees were Jesse Fox, Eli and Abe Kalchik, and Mike Flees.

SUMMARY
Another great effort! All our expectations for Phase II were met. We expanded the boundaries of the clearings,
cleaned up and improved the trails, removed invasive shrubs and planted more native wildflowers. The clearings
are now more attractive and the trails more user friendly. Expense again came in under budget at $2270.

More specifically we -

• Expanded the boundaries of the north and SW clearings.

• Cleaned up the trails and added wood chips to approximately half their length. Also spruced up the
parking area.

• Removed over 200 stumbling stubs from the trails. There are still a few to remove
next year. Caution There are many stumbling stubs in the clearings We recommend that you stay
on the trails or use caution if going into the clearings

• Sprayed trails for poison ivy.

• Mowed SW clearing, small "appendix" clearing and part of the main clearing.

• Trimmed around three majestic large trees (White Ash, Red Oak and Sugar Maple).

• Cleaned up some Juniper tangles.

• Treated re-emerging Sumac by clipping, herbicides and mowing.



• Cut down 14 aging Quaking Aspens at the north end of the main clearing to regenerate new aspens for
improved habitat.

• Removed invasive shrubs. Some Autumn Olives were over 10' high. Others were Multifloral Rose,
Japanese Honeysuckle, Privet and Japanese Barberry.

• Added road gravel to fill some of the worst dips in the N/S trail to better accommodate maintenance
equipment and emergency vehicles.

• Added two more Bluebird nest boxes.

• Planted more native wildflowers. The objective is to get native flowers reproducing to spread in the
meadow areas. We think we learned something from last year's beginning effort with plantings in the main
clearing. We suffered -.50% loss from deer eating the spring flowers (Spiderwort, Jacob's ladder,
Beardtongue, etc.) and animals - probably raccoons - dug up some plants. This year we planted larger
gallon-size plants of only summer and fall wildflowers in all four clearings (Yellow Coneflower, Coreopsis,
Cup Plant, Purple Coneflower, Heliopsis, Sneezeweed and Blazing Star). Also cast Horsemint seeds to
augment some already there.

OBSERVATIONS

Our first year's effort has already produced obvious results in terms of habitat and diversity. Although the
clearings have mostly non-native grasses and forbs, they did host more wildflowers since clearing. Black-eyed
susans were blooming everywhere as well as Daisy fleabane, Horsemint, Asters and at least six species of
Goldenrod. Some Goldenrods bloomed well into October. As reported earlier, the property also has a treasure of
native trees and shrubs. High bush cranberry and a large American bittersweet were bearing fruit. We also have
blackberries, raspberries and at least one apple tree.

Bird sightings include White throat sparrow, Indigo bunting, Cooper's hawk, Ruffed grouse, Flicker, finches, wood
warblers and several others. So far, no Bluebirds reported. Deer sightings have been frequent. A doe and her
two fawns were seen several times.

SIGNAGE

Several members have expressed the need for trail signage. This is an active pursuit with the Conservation
Committee. We expect to have signs in place by next summer.

FIRST ANNUAL OWA PICNIC

To celebrate and enjoy the "woods", a potluck picnic of OWA members and guests took place at the north
clearing on August 20. Approximately a dozen attended. We are hoping this becomes an annual event.

PLANS FOR PHASE III

The original meadow recovery plan approved by the OWA Board was for a three year effort. We will be meeting
with the Conservation Committee to plan for Phase III. We look forward to another successful volunteer effort.

Project Co-Chairs
Bruce Balas
Marlin Busse


